School Staff Form for Identifying Students 

in Temporary Living Situations

By federal law, school personnel are required to help their district’s homeless liaison identify students who lack a fixed, adequate and regular night-time residence. 

This includes families sharing housing with friends or other family due to a loss of housing or economic hardship, those in motels, those in a foster care placement of less than 6 months, children or youth living temporarily without a parent or guardian, and those living in shelters, cars, abandoned buildings or inadequate housing (no electricity or water, for instance). 

Red flags could include sudden changes in attendance or hygiene, sleeping in class, hoarding of food or possessions, sudden loss of possessions, carrying around possessions normally kept at home, returned mail. The student might talk about a parent losing a job, moving in with a relative, sleeping on the floor, etc.

Students in temporary living situations have educational rights under federal law and services are available to help with educational needs, school transportation, clothing and much more.

Please write down anyone you believe is lacking a fixed, adequate and regular night-residence so the district can ensure the student’s needs are met. 

Return this form to __________________________________ as soon as possible.
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Your Name: _____________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________   Phone: _____________________________

