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Support and advocacy for Washtenaw County
students who are homeless or in transition





McKinney-Vento School Ally 

Role & Responsibilities

By federal law, every school district and public school academy MUST have a homeless liaison, but to truly ensure implementation of the law, we recommend that every school have at least one trained ally in every school (more than one is even better). Many of the roles listed below are already required by school staff, but this is an effort to formalize what should be happening and go beyond that to deliver the best services possible to students living in temporary situations.

Definition:


A McKinney-Vento School Ally is a trained advocate and support person for students living in homeless and temporary situations who works closely with the district’s homeless liaison to ensure students’ know their rights and have every opportunity to attend and succeed in school.

Responsibilities:
· Help your school identify students who are living in homeless and temporary situations by distributing materials provided by your liaison, looking for warning signs in students, etc.

· Help identified families/students fill out needs assessment and other required documentation (and help other staff do this) if not done already.

· Explain rights and services to identified families/students.

· Ensure student receives free lunch in partnership with liaison.

· Work to prevent school transition or help with any necessary school transition.

· Conduct ongoing informal needs assessments and communicate needs to liaison and Education Project.

· Help family/student problem-solve and remove barriers to school attendance and success in partnership with the liaison. 

· Monitor attendance of identified students and alert liaison and Education Project to excessive absences and tardies.
** Please email ephycontact@washtenawisd.org with contact information for you school’s ally.**
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